By Marian

1954 Iustrated

tralto, signed a contract today
Metropolitan Opera Co.

Miss Anderson will appear early
in January at the opera house in
the role of Ulrica in Verdi’s “Un
Ballo in Maschera,” The role is
that of a sorceress.

The contract was agreed on S0
suddenly that Miss Anderson did
not have time to notify her mother
of it until today.

| Asked if she had plans to sing
any other roles with the Met, Miss
Anderson replied, “I just want to
do this one well.”

A spokesman for the opera com-
pany said a few Negroes had sung
in the Met chorus but Miss An-
derson would be the first Negro
to sing a leading role.

ACCLAIMED BY CRITICS

Miss Anderson, 46, has been ac-
claimed by critics around the
world as one of the greatest sing-
ers of the century.

The signing represented a climax
in a career Miss Anderson began
in Philadelphia, where her mother

Met Contract Signed

NEW YORK, Oct. 7 (UP).—Marian Anderson, the great con-
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to sing leading roles with the

her musical education by donating
small sums to her family.
Critics and conductors hailed her
in her first appearances in the
United States but it was not until
after she haa made a spectacular
success in Europe as a contralto
that Miss Anderson became pop-
ular in her home country.
Noted for her interpretations of
Negro spirituals, Miss Anderson
had a full classical music educa-
tion and sings in nine languages. §¢
“A voice like hers comes once in
a hundred years,” Arturo Toscan-
ini once said.
DISPUTE WITH DAR
In 1946 she was invited to sing
for the Daughters of the American
Revolution in Constitution Hall,
Washington, but she accepted only
on the condition that her audience
be not segregated and that the hall
be open to her in the future,
The DAR refused on both
Later Miss Anderson
and sang the concert in or

took in washing to support the
family, Neighbors raised money for

to deprive the Army Eme€
Relief Fund of the proceeds

S|GNS Marian Anderson,, contralto, signs con-
! tract fomaole with Metropolitan Opera
Co. Rudolph Bing, Met manager, is at right with Sol
Hurok, impresario, looking on. Story on Page 1,




